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“Known uuto God ars allhis works, from the beginning of| 
ihe world.’ Acts, xv: 18. 
‘There cannot be a more sublime employment for 
the mind of man, than to be occupied in contem- 
"plating the being, nature and attributes of God,es- 
pecially as they are revealed and described in the 
sacred writings, The character of God must be 
uniform and infinitely amiable. It cannot be dif- 
ferent at one period from what it is at another, for 
this would imply instability and consequently im- 
perfection. The divine attributes must always be 
consistent and harmonious.—There can be noth- 
ing like opposition between them, either in their 
nature, or their exercise ; for this would imply 
hostility between two or more infinite principles 
or qualities ; in which case they wonld either neu- 
tralize each other or produce different and contra- 
dictory results. And there must be a unity of de-; 
-sign and of operation, in all the divine counsels 
and proceedings. 
This proposition is, we think exceedingly obvi- 
ous, and nécessarily correct. But it-appears not 
to have been duly regarded. Religious opinions 
and creeds have been formed,and doctrines taught 
in manifest opposition to it. The Supreme Be- 
_ ing has been represented as deliberating and hesi- 
tating between different and infinitely diverse pro- 
ceedings concerning the human race; as if he 
were in doubt which ought to be adopted as the 
most proper and eligible. Milton in his Paradise 
Lost, describes the Almighty, as thus deliberating 
in suspense at the sad, (and as he intimates, unex- 
pected,) catastrophe of the fall of the first parents. 
And another writer represents the Divine mind as 


> 


Allnature sleeps in silence, still as death , 
As if the planets in their spheres had paused 
To watch the trembling balance ! 

On whose point the fortunes of this globe 
Suspended hung— 
Its ruin or redemption, death or life. 


ine that there ever was, or ever can be any uncer- 
tainty of purpose with him, any thing like hesi- 
tancy as to achoice of objectsor events, or the 
adoption of measures; because, knowing all 
things, he must always perceive what is best and 


or mistake. 

We have said that there can be no inconsistency 
or opposition between the divine attributes, and no 
repugnance in their operation. This is obvious 
and the contrary supposition is wholly inadmiss- 


God been often set forth—His infinite and adora- 
ble perfections have been represented and arrayed 
in hostility to each other, and es contending for 
the pre-eminence. Justice, it has. been said, de- 
mands the death, even the eternal death of the 
sinner, and stands as it were,with sword unsheath- 
ed, and lifted up, to cut him off, and consign him 
to endless misery for every offence. But mercy, 
another attribute of the same God, of thesame di- 
vine nature, interposes, and cries, forbear, I have 
another demand, and a contrary claim, I will 
avert the threatened stroke which vindictive jus- 
tice has aimed, and will deliver him from the pun- 

ishment which hiscrimes have justly incurred.— 
Thus the sinner is told thatone attribute of the 
Supreme Being, if exercised upon him, would be 
his everlasting ruin and destruction ; but from 
which another attribute of the same divine nature 
aims and endeavors to rescue him. 


fections of the immutable Jehovah, have been ex- 


jhibited as as at variance, and in direct opposition, 


and each, as it were, contending for the victory 


the creature man. Such is the representation 
which has been made and which still is made in 
human creeds and confessions of faith, and what 
is denominated orthodox preaching : aye, and in 
prayers too; in which the confession is made to 
the Almighty, that if the requirements of divine 
justice should be fulfilled no soul could be saved, 
but all mankind, being sinners, must be condemn- 


about equally balanced between the salvation and 
the destruction of the entire race of mankind.— 
‘Thus in reference to the prayer of Christ that 
“ the cup might pass from him,’ the writer says : 


No voice from heaven replies ;— 


ed to suffer eternal punishment.—Such is said to 
be the stern demands of God’s justice ; but that 
his mercy is of an opposite nature, and contends 


for a very different result ; and that so powerfull; 


are its claims and its pleadings, that infinite jus- 


It is utterly inconsistent with the idea of perfect) 
knowledge in the Deity, a knowledge of all his) 
works from the beginning of the world to imag-) 


fittest to be done, without the possibility of error} 


able and revolting. Yet so has the character of] 


Thus it is, that the infinite and inseparable per-| 


over the other, in relation to the final destiny of) 


\|tice tei hies yielded toa conpininee rt accept- 
‘ed atransfer, atleast, in behalf of a part of the 
| sinners of mankind ; having received satisfaction 
| by punishing the innocent, in room of the guilty 
||—the innocent and immaculate Son of God, in- 
istead of the sinful and rebellious children of 
men. 

| This has been called satisfying divine justice, 
‘and without which, itis said, the attribute of mer- 
|cy could have had no existence, or could never 
|have been] exercised towards any of the human 
jrace! 

Such have, for ages, been the speculations of 
men, of grave Doctors of divinity, concerning the 
character and perfections of the infinite and 
jadorable Creator. And the Bible hasbeen quoted 
in proof of doctrines,and in support of theories 
which defy all credibility, at whose palpable ab- 
surdity, reason and common sense stand aghast 
| with amazement and horror. 

It cannot be doubted that al! God’s designs and 
purposes are in perfect accordance with his attri- 
butes, and with each ofthem. He cannotbe sup- 
posed to have formed any purpose, or to have 
any design but what is infinitely wise, holy, just 
and good, and none of them in their operation. or 
result, can contradict kis unbounded and unchan- 
ging love and benevolence, and his omnipotence 
is an infallible pledge of their accomplishment. 
Here then is ample scope for the most devout and 
|grateful contemplation: a source of never failing 
satisfaction and joy. 

Our subject, at this time, directs our refiections 
particularly to the infinite knowledge of God, by 
which is meant his unerring perception, ‘and his 
perfect understanding of all things, all existences, 
circumstances and events, that have been, that 
now are, or that ever will take place. ‘ Known 
unto God areall his works from the beginning of 
the world.’ 


‘This is an attribute or property which all agree 
to ascribe to God. Whatever contention or disa- 
greement of opinion there has been, both among 
\the learned and the ignorant, concerning the de- 
crees and the purposes of God ; his entire knowl- 
edge of all things, we believe, is not, called in 
question ; and yet with regard to the certainty of 
events it is evident there can be no difference be- 
\tween them,for whatever is known or foreknown, 
will asinfallibly take place, as if it had been de- ° 
creed from all eternity. 


| 
} 
i] 
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For instance, if you were fully convinced that 
God forsees and knows, that you will ultimately 
enjoy the happiness of heaven forever, you would 
not need to be assured of a decree to that effect, 
in order to render it more secure to ‘you. On the 
lother hand, if God knows, if he foresaw from tho 
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beginning, that you will be condemned to suffer 


endless punishment in a future state of existence, 
no decree or foreordination could render it more 
certain for in divine knowledge or foreknowledge 
there can be no mistake. i | 

All the attributes of God are essential to his na- 
ture and character, and no one ean be conceived to 
be more so than kyowledge—a perfect under- 
standing and comprehension of all his works, with 
all their circumstances, connections, operations 
and results. Withoutsuch monce there could 
be no wisdom of arrangement—no adaption of} 
things to the accomplishment of any purpose.— 
Without it, infinite goodness might often defeat 
itself; the exercise of a mighty power, might pro- 
duce perpetual conflicts and incoherencies, and 
disorder, confusion and mischief mark its blind | 
and fearful progress, were it not directed by that 
unerring wisdom, which is founded on infinite 
knowledge) a knowledge and understanding which] 
comprehends all beings and things, all possible oc- | 
surrences and events, and which as the prophet 
says, ‘ declare the end from the beginning, and} 
from ancient time, the things which are not yet} 
done.” ‘Known unto God are all his works from | 
the beginning of the world” 


The plain proposition contained in the text is, 
that God the Creator had a perfect foresight and 
understanding of all his works, and of all their 
operations and consequences before he exerted 
his creating power in their production. We 
speak now only of this world, and in reference 
especially to man, its principal, intelligent inhab- 
jtant. In the commencement of the book of di- 
vine Peeertiga we are told that, ¢ In the begin- 
ning God created the heavens and the earth ;’ and 
the light of our subject teaches us that in this be- 
ginning, God understood ‘perfectly the work he 
was soon to accomplish.—He knew (to speak fa- 
miliarly, but at the same time with profound rev- 
erenae) what sort of a. world {he was about to 
make, with every thing that would pertain to it, in 
order to its perfection and according to his pur- 
pose and his pleasure. Indeedit is preposterous 
io suppose the world, or anything therein to have 
been created by chance, without design, or with- 
out the will and pleasure of the Creator. The 

Psalmist, in pious adoration exclaims, ‘O Lord, 
how manifold are thy works, in wisdom hast thou 
made them all.” And the beloved St, John says,| 
‘ Thou art worthy, O Lord, to receive fglory, and 
honor, and power, for thou hast ereated all. things 
and for thy pleasure they are‘and were created.’ 


Concerning man the noblest workmanship of; 


God upon earth, it will not be claimed or admitted 
by any, that he was made without design, nor 
without the certain foreknowledge of what he 
would be in every stage of his existence. 


And it is most evident that between these, that 
, the design and the foreknowledge of God, 
there could have been no opposition or contrarie- 
ty—there must havé been—there must forever be 
a perfect agreement and concurrence. Conse- 
quently we infer with certainty, in relation’ to 
man, that what the Creator foresaw, and knew 


i3 


+ would be his nature, his condition inthis world, 
and his ultimate and eternal destiny, such he de- 


iplish, and which he knew would never take 


jaware of this inconsistency ; and: to avoid,it they 


\portant and necessary part ot their faith, that God 


land wrath. 


|\Being—still, in this respect, it preserved a cousis-| 


purposed whathe foresaw he should not accom- 


place! 

In nothing, perhaps, is the discrepancy in hu- 
man creeds more apparent than in reference to 
this point. The framers of the original Calvan- 
istic system of ‘theology appear to have been 


resorted to the dreadfil alternative—and adopted 
the tremendous idea, and published it as an im- 


never designed or intended the salvation of all] 
mankind, but only an elected and comparatively 
small part,having foreordained the rest to dishonor 


Now as horrid as this doctrine j is, and repug- 
nant to all rational conceptions, as well as to the 
revealed nature and character of the Supreme 
tency, in that itrepresented the eternal purposes 
of God, as being according to, and in harmony 
with his infinite knowledge. This cannot be said 
in favor of the Arminian system of doctrine, for 
this represents the Supreme Being, as originally 
designing, and constantly desiring the salvation of 
all men, directly contrary to what, by his infinite 
knowledge, he foresaw would be the fate of mill 
ions of the human race. Yet ‘this is thought to 
be a much milder, and far more liberal doetrine 
than Chivauigatand is supposed by many to ex- 
hibit the character and attributes of the Creator in 
a consistent and very amiable light. Lt is not un- 
usual for preachers and writers,who have adopted 
this system, to employ all their powers of elo- 
quence, to portray in vivid colors, and in all its 
rugged and appalling features, the dreadful doc- 
wine of Calvanism, which represents the Almigh- 
ty as having, by an eternal irreversible decree, and 
of his own good pleasure, without regard to fore- 
seen obedience or disobedience, appointed and 
foreordained myriads of yet unborn intelligent 


miserable objects of his hatred and wrath forever 
andever. Now this Arminian preachers calla 
horrid doctrine. We think the same of it. Cal- 
vin himself called it. a‘ horrible decree’ They 
Say it represents the Supreme Being as an arbi- 
trary tyrant, full of infinite cruelty. We think 
so too, and we felicitate the world upon the evi- 
‘dent and rapid decline of the unlounded and un-| 
gracious doctrine. 

Butis the now more generally adopted Armini- 
ian system of faith, any better? Is it any more 
rational or consistent ? This is a seriousand im- 
portant question, and merits carefui inquiry and 
a just decision. 


The advocates of the latter system of theology 
claim that they have avoided the errors, absurdi- 
ties, and cruelties of the creed of the ferocious 
Geneva reformer. We teach jnot, say they, we 
embrace not, we utterly detest, the monstrous doc- 
trine of the eternal reprobation ofangels and men 
by the decree of God! We admitnot, say they, 
the impious, the blasphemous idea that the infi- 
nitely good and benevolent Creator has foreor- 
dained any portion of the human race to everlast- 
ing death. Very well. But what do they admit 


signed they should be. 


Otherwise we must ad- 
mit the absurd and revolting supposition, that the 


and teach? Why, say they, ‘ We believe and 


gi!-wise and omniscient Jehovah designed and 


contend that God created the race of mankind for 


beings, to suffer endless torments, and to be thei 


lasting happiness of every individual often con- 
sequently, that there can be no divine decree, or 

foreordination to the contrary. We believe that 

mankind, without any exception, are fallen, sinful 

beings, and as such, expose to the wrath of God, 

and to endless punishment, But we also believe, 

(say they,} that Jesus Christ, the Son of God has 

been sent into the world by the Father for the re- 

demption of the world, that he suffered, died, and 

rose again, for the salvation of mankind, for one. 
as much as another’ We: believe that this salva- 
tion isnow offered sincerely and impartially to ali 

upos conditions with which they may comply. 


‘ We believe further, say they, that man has 
been constituted a free moral agent, with the lib- 
erty and power of choosing for himself, -that life 
and death are placed before him, that God wills 
the salvation of all men, and has made ample pro- 
vision for it, and that no individual of the human 
race will fail of it, unless it be through his own 
fault and. negligence.’ 


Now all this is thought to be very fair and rea- 
sonable ; far preferable to, and vastly more en- 
couraging than the doctrine of an eternal decree,. 
foreordaining a large portion of the human race 
toendless punishment. Bunt let us examine this- 
system with freedom and candor, that before we 
pronounce it better than the other, we may see 
where in reality it is so. 


é 

We enquire then, do the advocates of this lat- 
ter system of faith, who reject the Calyanistic 
doctrine of the divine decree of eternal reproba- 
tion, and who contend for the free agency of man, 
and the free offer of grace and salvation to all 
men, do-they believe that ali mankind will be sa-. 
ved? No, never. Do they believe that a certain. _ 
part of them, for it must be acertain part if any, . 
willsuffer endless punishment,more dreadful than 
annihilation or non existence ? Yes, they believe 
this, most assuredly, and would think themselves 
abused to be called Universalists. We inquire 
further. Do they admit the infimte knowledge of | 
God, that agreeably to the text, known unto God 
areall his works from the beginning of the world, 
and consequently before he created and gave them 
being, he foresaw that he should’ be so displeased ~ 
and angry with them, that he should consign them 
to endless torment? And. do they admit that 
what God foreknew is equally certain as if he had | 
decreed it? Yes, they acknowledge all this and 
yet they believe. that with this perfect foresight, 
he choose, unsolicited to give them existence, and 
if you- please to constitute them free agents, 
knowing that the consequence would be their ev- 
erlasting misery andruin! And do you discover 
no cruely in such a procedure? Do yousee in it 
the semblance of mercy, or an thing like benevo- 
lence ? Is it in reality, any better than an eternal 
and unchangeable decree of reprobation? In 
the result it is no better, and this result, let it be re- 
membered, was perfectly known to the Creator, 
for known unto God are all his works from the be- 
ginning ofthe world. Yet this is believed by ma- 
ny to be-a just representation of the characte: of 
the Almighty,in relation to mankind; it is thought 
to be an amiable view of the Deity, and to exhibit 
a proceeding perfectly consistent with the princi- 


{ 


a good purpose, desiring and. intending the ever- 


ples of infinite justice and goodness. And they 
wonder how the idea should ever have been con 
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er have gained credit in the world, that the Al- 
‘mighty Creator, should of his own choice and 
pleasure, create myriads of intelligent beings 

with the full purpose and intention’ of rendering 

them forever miserable, according to bis own 
eternal decree and foreordination. They think it 
almost impossible that any rational being—any 
christian especially, should form such a concep- 
tion of the nature; the counsels, and the conduct 
of the adorable Jehovah, who claims the revei- 

-cuce, the gratitude, and the adoration of all intel- 
ligencies. 

Well, so we think of this Boecanes: that it im- 
putes to God, the Father of all, a purpose anda 
proceeding, most thalignant&infinitely cruel. But 
hold. Before we hastily condemn this doctrine 
as deserving ofall detestation, let us carefully com-| 
‘pare it with that which is thought to beso rea-| 
sonable, so encouraging, and so excellent, that is,| 
the doctrine of man’s free agency and of God’s) 
free offer of salvation, in connection with the doc- 
trine of endless punishment, and of God’s certain 
foreknowledge of all things. 

Now in forming the proposed comparison, we} 
make the remark in the first place, the truth of 
which will not be disputed; that if any human 
Heings shall be endlessly miserable, God knowsit! 
and he knew it from the beginning. The textis 
explicit upon this point, ‘Known wito God are 
<ul his works from the beginning of the world.’— 
Willany object here and say, that although God 
foreknowsaill events that will take place, yet the 
endless misery of the wicked cannot properly be 
said tobe his work: but that they bring the tre- 
mendous evil upon themselves, and procure 
their own dreadful destiny ? This is mere sophis- 
try and evasion. For the proposition we believe, 
cannot be controverted, that. if there be a hell of 
fire and brimstone ora place of torment in anoth- 
er world,God made it,otherwise we mustacknowl- 
edge another Creator. If there be a place or 
state of endless punishment, | God constituted it, 
and he sustains it, unless we allow something to 
be independent of him, and of his dominion and 
government, the bare suggestion of which absurd 
hypothesis, is, at least to christians, a sufficient re- 

futation of it, ¢ 

We revert.then tothe former remark, that if 

any human beings shall suffer endless punishment 
the Creator knew it from the beginning, and knew 
that He should inflict that punishment, and per-' 
petuate those sufferings forever : and what he thus 
foreknew, no decree or eternal purpose could pos-} 
sibly make more certain. Now, with this perfect 
foresight in the Creator, this!certain knowledge of 
what would be the result, is it not obvious thatany 
free agency, or liberty of choosing for themselves 
awith which mankind are said to be endowed, and 
any offers of salvation, which, it is«claimed, are 
generously made to them, must be delusive, and 
nothing better than solemn mockery ; because it 
was known beforehand that they would be inef- 
fectual and useless. 


The conclusion therefore, is, and we think it 
an exceedingly obvious one, that to confer exist- 
ence with any supposeable powers or privileges, 


iwith great energy and pathos. 


jhe knew it would, before he adopted it, and be-| 


/Itapparently goes further round, but it is only to 


\sibility of avoiding them, in any system of reli- 


under an irreversible decree of reprobation to dis- 
honor and wrath. Nor are we able to compre- 
hend how the infimte presence and the eternal] 
purposes and will of the Deity, can possibly be 
separated and at variance. © 

Tt isallowed to be the will of God that all man- 
kind should be saved. You will hear preachers 
of all denominations and of all creeds urge this) 
Yet charge them| 
with being -Universalists, they will be offended 
they have no patience to listen to any arenes 
in favor of the doctrine.—Still, they believe it to} 
be agreeable to the will-of God, and that he sin-] 
cerely desires the salvation of all men, directly 
coutrary to his infinite knowledge. 

Now what is the amount of this faith, taken to-| 
gether ? It is this—that the Divine Being origin-, 
ally purposed, and constantly wills and desires, 
that, which from the beginning he foresaw would] 
not be accomplished, which he certainly and _in- 
variably knows will never take place: and that| 
he will punish mankind eternally, or a certain| 
portion of them, because his plan of operation 
with respect to them has eventuated precisely as 


| 
| 
| 


i 
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fore he, according to this view, most ungraciously 
conferred on them, the falsely supposed favor of 
existence, 

Aud is this the syeren} ot faith which is thought 
to beso munch better, and more consistent than 
the now almost forsaken doctrine of Calvanistic 
theology 2. We call upon our Episcopal and Me- 
thodist brethren, who constantly, and we. think 
very justly, in their preaching, and in’ their wri- 
tings explode this latter doctrine, as absurd and 
cruel, to show wherein theirs is preferable to it.— 


arrive atthe same point. 

And indeed it revolves this additional absurdi- 
ty, that it represents the Supreme Being as subject 
to, disappointment and to change; and as_ being 
induced, by intervening and contingent circum- 
stances, toadopt acourse of proceeding towards 
his creatures, his own dependent offspring in op- 
position to his own will, and contrary to his ori- 
ginal design ip their creation, whilst yet it admits 
his infinite foreknowledge of all his works, —_ of 
all events ! 

But there isno end to absurdities, 


i} 


and no pos- 


gious faith that can be formed, in which is em-j 
braced the irreconcilable doctrine of endless pun- 
ishment and suffering to be inflicted by the Crea- 
tor upon the creaturesof his creating power, and 
the subjects of his own universal, uncontrolled 
and benevolent government. Whether that doc- 
trine be predicated upon the eternal purpose and 
decree of God; or whether it be viewed in con- 
nexion with his unerring prescience—it is equally 
in either case reproachful of the divine character 
and utterly repugnant to reason, a doctrine of in- 
finite wrath, and Almighty cruelty, and which 
can have no sanction in the sacred scriptures, truly 
understood and consistently interpreted. 

‘Known unto God are all his works from the 
beginning of the world.’ Our reflections at this 


with the certain knowledge that that existence,|! 
will not, onthe whole, be desirable; but degraded 
and miserable forever, is in reality, no more kind 
as benevolent Sen to confer that same existence 


time have been directed to this divine attribute, 
the infinite knowledge of God. Nothing is more 
important than to have jst conceptions of the 


Lord, thou knowest it altogether. 


ourselves bound to reverence and adore. These 
conceptions cannot fail to exert an influence upon 
all our religious services, and also upon the affec- 
itions and passsions ‘of men. This is inferred 
|from the effects which have accompanied the wor- 
‘ship of heathen deities, and the barbarous and 
labominable rites by white they have been servile- 
Jy adored. These heathen Gods have been gen- 
erally represented as exceedingly pussionate, and 


y|terribly ferocious and. wrathful—'.Whosé attri- 


\butes are rage, revenge and Just. How lamenta- 
ible is the thought that the Supreme Jehovah, the 
jone only God of christians, the Lord of angels 


and nen, the common Father of all intelligencies, 
| the Maker and Governor of all worlds, should be 


represented as infinitely more cruel and revenge- 


ful; as being pleased and satisfied with, and as 


causing and being determined to perpetrate for- 
ever, the wretchedness and torture of his own 
offspring ! 

We rejoice exceedingly, that of late, the con- 
sideration of the christian community is, very ex- 
tensively, directed to this sulject. Minor differ- 
encies in creeds, and trifling variations in externa! 


\forms and observances are fast yielding to and in 


many places almost wholly absorbed in the im- 


|portant enquiry concerning the nature, attributes 


and purposes of God, and the future destiny of 
man, thatus, of all mankind. In short, the sub- 
stance of the enquiry, which is now become very 
general, and which, in interest, must be allowed 
to be paramount to all other considerations 
which, of the two opposite and never to be rec- 


is, 


lonciled doctrines is true, namely, that of future 


endless punishment and suffering, or.the doctrine 
which proclaims and publishes unlimited and uni- 
versa! salvation and happiness. In this enquiry 
the appeal is made, as it should be, to scripture, 
reason, andtheacknowledged attributes of God. 
No doctrine proposed to man, can be supposed 
palpably to contradict the reason which 1s given 
him, and by which alone he is qualified to judge of 
the evidence of its truth; and no divine revela- 
tion can bein opposition to the nature and pertec-, 
tions of itsauthor. The enquiry which is pre- 
vailing under these principles, will doubuless be 
fatal to the unfounded traditions and doctrines of 
men, but it cannot fail to be favorable to the cause 
of truth, and to the promotion of pure and unde- 
filed religion. } 

Concerning the divine attribute which has been 
the subject of this discourse, it is a perfection 
which reason teaches usto ascribe to God, and in 
which the testimony of Seripture fully concurs. 
It is unnecessary to multiply quotations to this ef- 
fect. The passages are very numerous both in 
the Old and New Testament, declaring that God’s 
knowledge embraces the most niinute circumstan- 
ees. David says, ‘O Lord, thou hast searched me 
and known me. ‘Thou knowest my down-setting, 


and mine up-rising,thou understandest my thoughts 
afar off ; thou art acquainted with all my ways; 


for there is not a word in my tongue but lo, “O 
Such knowl-: 
edge is too wonderful for me; itis high, I cannot 


‘attain unto it, Whither shall I go from thy spir- 


it ? or whither shall I flee from thy presence ” 
‘And how full to the point, and how satisfactory 
is that declaration of our Savior to his disciples: 


marine we worship, and whom we peenewledge 


‘Are not five sparrows sold for two farthings, and 


* Ll 
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not one of them is forgotten befere God? But faith, and may eventually become the basis of par-ler of this kind you may have obtained. I feel 


veven the very hairs of your head arevall number- 
ed” God's knowledge extends also to all periods, 
and throughout all ages, world without end. ‘O, 
the depth of the riches, both of the wisdom and 


ticular histories of our denomination. - Jassured that Universalists will not think their libe- 
Itis now but about 65 years since Universalism) rality too seriously taxed if asked to makea dona- 
was first promulgated in this country. In almost)tion to the Society of any rare work they may pos- 

knowledge of God? He é' every neighborhood individuals may now be found | sess.t “ 
_ My brethren, how satisfactory it is, how eleva-| whose memory would furnish all the most inter-) hope it is unnecessary, brethren, to insist upon 
“seg — aan Se ancl esting and important facts and circumstances COD- the jmportance of zealous and persevering exer- 
i nected with it in itsinfancy. A few years ee in this work, if we expect any considererable 


edge and perfect wisdom of God, inseparably uni- she ; 
ted with unbounded and unchanging goodness, ot’ and these aged chroniclers will have passed away; results. The objectsof the Society, I conceive to 
which we have equal evidence, 1s calculated to) and the knowledge of these facts “= circumstan-| je Seorthy oF cbnsidcmtion Gaeames TE Sae 
zive strong consolation, to excite the most assured! 6.5 with them, or they will be preserved only by <pectfull a 
hope and confidence, that however unable we are) = sn aa : aa : | spectfully yours, 
to fathom the works and waysof Godor to com. Uneertain and, conepquonlly. Bpepestecory re | Tuomas J. Sawyer, Secretary. 
prehend the wisdom of his dispensations whose Besides, there are events almost every day) New-York, May 30th, 1835. 

‘judgments,’ asthe Apostle acknowledges, “are un-|transpiring, which deserve a place in the archives, 

searchable and his ways past finding out,’ yet that) of the Society. : t ; 
they all result in good, in supreme and universal}# iWtec duty Gf Ua Comsececeuling Pateceiasen isl Eommuntcatfons, 

good. We cannot see how it is possibe to arrive). x , poncms l : rye 
at any other conclusion from these acknowledged_ Specified as follows, in the 4th Article of the Cn Original. 

perfections of the Creator and Governor of all) stitution : “The Corresponding Secretaries shall ob-) 

things, nor ae it can eee Awe culfering tain and transmit to the Secretary, or to the Society) te ba DEITY. 

and sorrow, despair and wreic ness without) : = Z : "t Numbes! Six: 

end, can constitute a part of this universal good, when in pee awa. information, books and pa b JUSTICE OF GOD. 

or be comprehended in the depth of the riches pers as shall have come into their possession per-| 


h $f ; : fi. ‘Justice andj t itati throne=- 
both ot the wisdom and knowledge of God to/fatning to the objects of this association.’ TheSec-) Fern hs a esi ee of thy 4 
whom all his works are known, from tbe begin-| retary and Society look to you therefore brethren, es g re thy -» Psalm box 


ning of the world. -- twith t = = = ' 
In conclusion, I would remark, that it is con-} shagboemibieanse:: ped ing hen el coer g bel The popular religion represents the Deity asa very 
, 3 ? -sors of scripture,,Spared on your part for the furtherance of the ob- | A be P y + 

re . al : = ca nate Ge “should jects contemplated by the Society. They ea laa Geng. es son pe Co ae 
thatthe word rendered know t : aaa . Neri ry . : 

be understood as it is in many other places, not you will employ such measures as shall shortly HS ener be Justice and Mercy denapaee can 
only as describing knowledge but approbation: 4 | site modes of conduct. It this be true, the moral 


2 png bi cearaloie th a you in possession of every material fact connected: ee ae ld 5 f d 
and accordingly they would trans > passage)”. : ee z | Governor of the world must be imperfect, and at 
thus— All the works of God, are (not only known with the history and present condition of Univer- | es 4 


hut) are ever dear unto him.’ This appears ra-/ Salism in your respective limits. ies ee Mie em: ae 5 Enhusess lee 
iional, consistent, and agrees with theillustration, For the better direction of our efforts in the}. ~ wobont mic eg prnaes car Gia 
we have attempted to give of ees <page ad work before us, I beg leave to suggest the follow- and wie ee eo ye es Then 6 Baie 
th diving wistom and goons lend int all ing quendons, which tis hoped the Society may "OTK of the Holy Spict- In order to des, 

Sf : 2 ‘these unnatural excitements it is necessary that. 


———————————————eeEeE———————————————— 


aS 


; z ><; and answered at its next meeting in relatio I 
Yanan oh gop hough Jen Chri Snape a pst mening ino the Din cherater be well undertod. 
ccs When was Universalism first promulgated in oe r: ue rea Latta! het oe eae 
CIRCULAR. : : your state, territory or province? When, and by ‘reignty gives him a right to inflict eternal pain on: 
ihe Corresponding Secretaries* of ‘the Uni-| what means, preaching or the press? Ifby Pee | part, or the whole of the human race. Mar 
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rersalist Historical Society’ ching, who was the minister? ‘What has been| 00 * Considered as the peculiar object of divine 
Brethren—As theseason of the annual meeting}/ its progress? How many Societiesare there now) Raeon, bert bereatter tact orate Ota 
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of our Society is approaching, I have thought it/organized? How nianv ministers are there >_| eternal enemy! If such be the final result, _— 
expedient, with the advice of the President, to Who aze they, and what are the places of their \aare better never existed! The brute creation live 
call your attention to the duties which, from your) present residence? What portion of your popu-}__ the bounty of the Universal Father, ve soon. 
well known interest and zealin the cause of Uni-/lation is Universalist? How are they cahipheapies, forever. Man is placed a step higher in 


versalism, it was confidently expected you would) with suitable places of worship? Are there an es Mae oe ie made bpd 
een SUniverssfes cae a ee Y) and exposed to a variety of temptations. He sins, 
perform. | Universalist periodicals published within your state, | h f the cl f God? I 

The objects of the Society are briefly stated in! territory, or province? If so, how many, ES og 5 eee vig es weds : - 4 ta : 
the 2d Article of its Constitution, in the following) are they, and where? Have any been published .quence of his guilt and natural imperfection, he is 


language :—‘The objects of the Society shall b \ which are isconti 2 | = 
collect ead e+ of : 2 % sd ae sage discqntinued ? If so, what were ‘prehension but that of God himself! Is this jus 
collect an preserve facts relative to the history and they, and where? Is the cause comparatively! Bec ss intnatiow” “Asieteeen ths 
condition of the doctrine of Universalism ; together’ prosperous? Is the Opposition as violent as ee rage ei eee mg oo Se 


with books and papers having reference to the same. merly ? And are our sentiments regarded by 2 sewers eieeeer oC fet aa ¥52 
subject” The Society is of opinion that many ve-| people generally with as much dislike and treated| O° marin Reeser deel 
ry interesting facts exist relative to the rise and| with as much contempt ? | elty, for the same law that condemned him, would 
progress of U aLeeren ex in almost every part of, These questions with such as your own = DEM ean ‘the Father of spirits.’ Such reel 
the country, which are worthy of being treasured’ will suggest in relation to local and peculiar cir-| may be deemed rash. Is not “ the very eee 
up. And it hopes through the industry of mem-| cumstances, if properly answered will enable PA ped has guided dhs tyrant from the iron-hearted 
bers and friends to collect these scattered facts| Society to form a very good idea of the actual state,, oo 


= - ‘Pharaoh to the ambitious Napoleon? And is it 
= Presiz ve mi for futuretime. They are and fas well as past history of Universalism. The) ncetaleee the human heart HT: man nobler 
will be permanently interesting te the | A i ; = f é e 2a - 

P % Ere Aeren0k cum: information thus obtained will be regarded as au- truths than his creed, that he arises in his native 
fie sence the Comesponding Secretaries are. Win, "heatic and may be relied on with safety. | 
A. Drew, Me.—-Tiomas Whittemore; Mass.—Wm- S. 413 additi i - - ; Some Books have already been to the Soci- 
Balch, N. H—J. M. Austin, Vi—M. HH. Smith, Ci, coe to ones such information the Society is}..} frends in New York, such as Huntington's Calwan- 
Barton Ballou, E. 1 E be Beare, Dolphus Skinner, **tous to obiain at leastone copy of every book, ism tnproscd—Menabell's Christian | Universalist—Rel- 
N. ¥.—John , XX JI— . Thomas, Nathanie] pamphlet, or paper that h i i ej-) ley’s. Union—Edward against uncey—Young on 
Stacy, Pa—O. A. Skinner, Md—Jabez Parker, Va. fs weil: * ar been published on ei-| FF ration—Wm. P: Smith's, Univerealist— Universal 
G. C. Marchant, N. C—Allen Fuller, 8. C—L, F (‘ber continent, whether in defence of, or opposi-| Restoration examined and refuted, by D. Isaac—the N. 
2 nae ML. Tracy, O.—Jonathan Kid. tion to, the doctrine ot Universalism. The design! Y. Christian Messenger end Philadelphia Universal 
Crkad unis, Mich.—Solomon Bingham, L. i to bring together whatever has been writt pit ccmnplcte. | i i 
gerne TSO oe: r = ; €n On) By a resolution of the Society publishers of books, , 

‘By an article in the Constitution the annual meetingis this momentous subject. It is. earnestly hoped | pamphlets and periodicals were respectfully solicited to 
io be holden at the same time and piace with the = Ha ; 


Convention. Its next meeting of course willbe j 
ae E in 
jord Ct. on the third Wednesday of Sept. next. 


to the Society at its next session, or to me, whatey-| Society will not be forgotten. 


>| doomed to agonies so vast as to exceed everycom- _ 


to this principle, he could not be convicted of cru- - 


therefore, that you will exert yourselves to forward Sa bs the Soy. ‘doen a toes GO 
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strength, and raises his standard, ‘Liberty or Death!’ 
It is the operation of natural truth thatnow caus- 
es tyrants to tremble, or hurls them from their 
throne! Such are the consequences of that the- 
ology which has prevailed for centuries! | We pre- 
fer the following view of the subject. The jus-) 
tice of God consists in dispersing equal rewards) 
and’punishments; and in furthering every indi-| 
vidual to the great end for which he was created. 
1. It isa general opinion that Universalists dis-| 
believe in God’s moral government. This mistake 
is founded in ignorance. It is supposed that we, 
are so enraptured with the evidences of Divine 
Benevolence, that we purposely forget that God 
is just. Hence the notion that we adore a God| 
who is destitute of this attribute! To correct such) 
erroneous views of our sentiments is one great, 
object of the Essayist. We believe that the ulti-| 
mate end of creation is the communication of 
happiness: Rewards and punishments belong to| 
the Divine government as means to secure this) 
greatend. According to some divines, Deity is] 
to be forever employed in recompencing virtue | 
and punishing vice ; justice requiting endless hap-| 
piness to be awarded to the righteous, and endless 


‘and strength.’ 


and determination. ‘Look unto me, and be ye sa- 
ved all the ends of the earth,—I have sworn by 
myself; the word has gone out of my mouth in 
righteousness, and shall not return, that unto me 
every knee shall bow, every tongue shall swear.— 
Surely shall say in the Lord have I righteousness 
Beyond all punishments and re- 
wards, therefore, there is a period fixed in the di- 
vine mind to bring in ‘everlasting righteousness,’ 
—a bright and-eternal day when there shall be 


‘perfect submission and universal praise. 


“Tis there He sits; the just, the good supreme ; 

Propounds his laws and harmonizes all: 

And leads the tribes of this diminish’d orb 

Through scenes where sense and doubting reason 
fails,’ 
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SATURDAY, JUNE 6, 1835. 


WHat Is RELIGION ?—This is the title of an article, 
which we give below, from the pen, as we are told, 


blotting out of hope, and the taking away of moral re- 
straint. On this ground we should be disinclined to te- 
ceive it, even admitting its primary principles to be true. 
We should prefer christianity merely for its superiority 
in promoting the happiness of mankind. 

‘As to the, charge that God, according to the description 
of Moses, ‘ is a circumscribed being exactly in the image 
of aman,’ &c. it appears to us to have originated in gross 
ignorance or designed perversion of figurative and met- 
aphorical expressions. [In every language figures and 
metaphors are used, which, if taken in their literal im- 
|port, would prove almostevery inanimate object pos- 
|sessed of the characteristics of man, or some other livy- 
jing being. The expression ‘nature smiles,’ is just as 
|| conclusive proof, that nature possesses the literal form 
||and features of a man smiling, as the figures in scripture 
are, thatthe Deity is circumscribed. It isa very singu- 
||lar philosophy that has no more candor than to apply the 
metaphorical language of scripture in a literalsense for 
the purpose of sneering at it and throwing ridicule upon 
the Bible, when at the same time it would correctly apply 
the same and similar figurative expressions, when used in 
any other writings. 

But we have probably pursued this subject far enough. 
| We have no objection to admitting into our columns the 
article below ; butin case we should be requested to in- 


jof a very respectable gentleman some what ‘advanced |!sert any thing more on this subject, we should wish to be 
distinctly apprized of the great benefits that are expected 
to reselt from the general prevalence of atheism. 


R. O. W. 


misery to the wicked. But how this is possible, jin years. Whatmight have been his object in sending it 
has never been made to appear. It may be safely io us for publication, we are not able to say ; but he must 
maintained asa true position in morals that every pave been aware that it approaches too near atheism to 


- learn from Divine testimony. ‘Also unto thee, O 


~ salem! 


individual has sustained. both characters. It) 
seems, however, that neither virtue nor vice can 


be fully recompenced, for both deserve more than), 


eternity can grant! God, therefore, can never 
see the period revealed in His word, when ‘every 
man willbe rewarded according to his deeds.’— 
Consequently, His government will forever remain 
incomplete! But we willleave human creeds and 


Lord, belongeth mercy: for thou renderest to every 
man according to his deeds.’ ‘He is the rock: his 
work is perfect: forall his ways are judgment: a 
‘God of truth, and without iniquity: just and right 
is He.’ ‘Fathers of our flesh may cbasten after 
their own pleasure, but the Father of spirits for 
our profit, that we may be partakers of his holi- 
ness.’ 

If. The justice of God and human salvation 
are perfectly consistent; and in Revelation are 
found blended in beautiful harmony. _ Thus Zech- 
ariah describes tne commencement and final tri- 
umph of the Messiah’s kingdom. . ‘Rejoice greatly, 
O daughter of Zion! Shout, O daughter of Jeru- 
Behold!| Thy King cometh unto thee.— 


jis a God and a future existence. 


accord well with our views of religion. We give ita place 
in our columns, however, for the purpose of showing our 
readers how some men think and how theyreason. Whai 
cannot be met by sound argument is too frequently turned 
off with asneer. The existence of a God and the truth 
of divine revelation,cannot be successsfully controverted ; 
and, therefore, to throw odium upon the scriptures, the 
Deity, as there represented, is called the ‘ personification 
of an Indian chief!’ This may do well enough for argu- 
ment with the giddy and unthinking rabble; but it is met 
withno other-feelingsthan contempt, by those who think 
—soberly, candidly and profoundly think. 


We should suppose aman advanced in yeats, and per- 
haps: tottering on the very brink of the grave, would be 


castic levity as we find in some parts of the article be- 
low. Inthe course of naturesa few short years will close 
the career of us all. Now we know not how it is with 
the writer of the article below, but it would be with us, 
if we doubted the fact, and it appears to us, it must be 
with him, a question of absorbing interest, whether there 
It is generally the case 
that the older men grow, the more tenacious they are of 
life ; and conséquently, in their advanced years, feel more 
deeply interested in the quesiion whether they shall live 
again hereafter. It surprises us, therefore, to see an old 


He is jnst, and having salvation. He shall speak 
peace unto the heathen, and his dominion shall be 
from sea to sea, and from the rivers even to the 
ends of the earth.’ This sacred prediction is uni- 
versally applied to Christ. In him justice and sal- 
vation would be united. In his character and 
doctrines, ‘mercy and truth met together, and 
righteousness and peace kissed each other.’ . Thus 
Isaiah; ‘The Lord is our judge: the Lord is our 
lawgiver: the Lord isourking: He will save us.’ 
Here are three different views of the Lord of the 
universe. With unerring wisdom and impartial 
benevolence, he exercises judgment, sends forth 
his laws, and reigns over all his works. How 
grand the inference of the sacred prophet; the 
will save us.’ Jehovah, also by the same prophet 
publishes his Independence and Self-Existence. 


- ‘There is no God else beside me! A just God 
da Savior’ Then he proclaims his command! brace of christianity we are free from—particularly the'and were very hospitably treated by that govermment.—- 


man treating with ridicule, and sarcasm, and vulgar 
Sneers, a subject around which clusters so many ardent 
hopes as the last resort of sinking human nature. That 
man’s mind must be wrought intoa very high and enviable 
state of delightful philosophy who can be content to lie 
down, and die, and rot and be forgotten, like ‘ihe cattle 
ona thousand hills,” without any hope or even desire of 
another life! Hisa philosophy thet strangely warps and 
perverts the nature 2 of man. 

And then again, what could be the advantage of all this? 
Suppose christianity were supplanted by atheism, would 
mankind be any better?—would community be any hap- 
pier? Even Infidels sometimes inadvertantly admit that, 
if christianity were lived up to, its correct: moral princi- 
ples wouldmake men much beiter and happier than they 
now are. We wish we could say the same of infidelity. 
But we cannot see the good which may result from it—i 
there is any. On the contrary it appears to us that many 
evils would attend its general diffusion, which in the em- 


disinclined to treat a subject of this kind with such sar-|j 


What is religion ?—The worship of the sun was once 
the predominant religion of the most enlightened nations 
of the ancient world. That worthy Emperor, Julian, was 
a sincere and distinguished worshipper of that grand lu- 
minary : See his history in Gibbons decline and fall. The 
worship of fire appears to have beensubordinate to that of 
the sun, when it was esiablished at Rome under the care 
of the vestal virgins; to spitinto any common fire was’ 
regarded by these worshippers as an actof the greatest 
impiety. 

America was discovered in the year 1517. The great 
temple of the sun, at Mexico, then had its altars, priests, . 
and virgins ; they called themselves the children of the 
sun, believing that superb and beneficent object to have 
\been their creator.. This exact similitude in the religious~ 
‘ideas of the people of two continents, so remote that 
their inhabitants had not the least knowledge of each 
others existence, must have been one of those admirable 
and striking coincidents dictated by nature to the senses 
and necessities of mankind. But let it be considered 
that these sun-worshippers, however serious and devout, 
were dazzled by what they adored; and could. not have 
been telescopic astronomers, and enlightened philoso- 
ophers, like Sir Isaac Newton. 

Tt may here be said, that the same object of worship es- 
tablished for ages in two worlds so far apart, that neither 
had ever possessed the least knowledge of the others ¢x- 
istence, must necessarily be occasioned by the uniform 
manner in which that grand agent of nature operated, aud 
still operates, upon the senses of the human animal, over 
all parts of our globe, and that those who enjoyed its ben- 
efits—and who did not ? from. gratitude became its wor- 


‘ 


shippers. 
The use of the bow demands our attention as another 
coincidence equally extensive as the worship of the sun ; 
this weapon having been found the constant companion 
of the human race, wherever it has been discovered, in 
what we calla state unknown to civilization. 
Captain Cook tohis great surprise, met with another 
coincident inthe jishing-nets of the people of the South ~ 
Sea islands which were made with precisely the same 
knot as those made in England. ~ 

The king and queen of the large and fruitful island of 
Tongatabow, in the South Sea, arrived in England in 1825, 
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They both died, in 
excessive eating and drinking ; ; their bodies were put in- 
to metal coffins, then on board a frigate and sent home. 
The natives were, by this attention to their king and 
gueen, gratified to such a degree that they by the advice 
&f the ’Xtian missionaries, who resided among them, 

cheerfully gave up, to the Captain of the frigate, all the 
idslatrous objects of their religious worship! These 
testimonies of the progress of Civilization, and the tri- 
umph of *Xtianity, are now arranged and displayed inthe 
rausewn of the missions in London, and are all very un- 
couth figures, composed of wood rudely carved, and 
sreasy-old rags ; ‘and iresistably suggest to the English 
farmer, those scare crows whichhe puts up in his fields 
newly sown, for the express purpose of frightening away 
the birds that would steal his seeds. j 

The worshippers of such God’s must, necessarily, in 
point of intelligence, be greatly inferior to the adorers of 
the sun, dr the worshippers of fire. 

The objects of religion amongst all the nations not civ- 
ilized, are commonly rude and distorted representations 
of the human figure ; those even among the learned and 
polished inhabitants of ancient Greece, notwithstanding 
their admirably perfect and elegant forms could have had 
no other origin than the scare crow deities of Tongaepan 
and, like them, are destined to be forgotten. 

The Jews were a powerful and civilized nation of De- 
ists; and Moses, their founder and lawgiver, strictly for- 
bade them a plurality of gods; yet, if we admit his de- 
scription, the God of the Israelites is a circumscribed 
being exactly the image of a man—ofthe masculine 
gender—seated on a throne—his arms, a bow and asword. } 
This personification of an Indian Chief—it suits no oth- 
er character—is now, as in the time of Moses, called, by 
its worshippers, The Lord of Hosts ! 

That a being can be infinite and circumscribed at the 
same time, is one of the most palpable contradictions, 
both in language and in reason; that can be conceived ; 
for example—about 40 years since a Scotchnman, ‘an itin- 
erant preacher, and an enthusiast in his way, held forth 
to a large audience in the city of Albany, a long discourse 
on the divine attributes, which he concluded with* the 
following blasphemous comparison, viz. 

“And now my good friends, and you that have a just 
ideaof the infinite God, our great Creator, after all that 

{ have said to you, what do you think that he is like? If 
you cannotrahswer me, I will tell you what he is like. “ He 
for all. the world, like a litile mouse in a hole in a} 
wall. Heseesall of you at once, but: you cannot see 
him.’ 


is, 


i) 


the Most High. 


ILiusrration oF Scripturr.—Now as Jannes and 
Jambres withstogd Moses, so do these also resist the 
truth; men of corrupt minds, reprobate concerning 
the faith. 2 'Tim. iii: 8. j 
In the context connected with this passage the apos- 
tle speaks of the perilous fimes that should come in 
the last days. He mentions men who should ‘be loy- 
ers of their own selves,’ ‘boasters,’- ‘false accusers,’ 
‘without natural affection’ ‘having the form of god- 
liness, but denying the power thereof,’ ‘ever learn- 


ing and never able to come to a knowledge of the! 


truth.’ It was men of this character who should re- 
sist the truth even as Jannes and Jambres resisted 
Moses. . 
% In order to understand this text correctly and make 
its application clear and obvious, it is necessary to 
make some further inquiries as to who and what were 
this Jannes and Jambres mentioned in the passage. 
Dr. A. Clarke furnishes some information in re- 


| where he coufounds Moses with the Egyptian magi- 


\phets, in proof of the truth of the doctrines of Chris- 


‘state and the permanent establishment ot the gospel 


out the world. ‘Tradition, in vatious countiies, has 
preserved, not only the account, but also the names of 
the chief persons concerned in the opposition made by 
the Egyptians to these messengers of God. Though 
their names are not mentioned in the sacred text, yet 
tradition had preserved them in the Jewish records; 

from which St. Paulundoubtedly quotes, 2 Tim: iii. 

8. where, speaking of the enemies of the Gospel, he. 
compares them to Jannes and Jambres, who withstood 
Moces. ‘That these names existed in the ancient Jew- 

ish records, their own writings show. Inthe Targum 
of J onathan ben Uzziel on ihis place, they are called} 
Janis and Jambris; and inthe Babylonian Talmud 
they are named Joanne and Mambre, and are repre- 
sented as chiefs of the sorcerers of Egypt, and as hay- 
ing ridiculed Moses and Aaron for pretending to equal 
them in magicalarts. And Rab. Tancum, in his Com-; 
mentary, names them Jonos and Jombrus. If we al- 
low the readings of ancient editions, of Pliny to be 
correct, he refers, in Hist. Nat. 1. xxx. ¢ 2. to the} 

Same persons, the names being a little changed— Est 
et alia magices factio a Mose et Jamne et JotapeJudeis 
pendens, sed multis millibus annorum post Zoroastrem. 

“There is also another faction of magicians, which 
took its origin from the Jews, Moses, Jamnes, and 
Jotapes, many thousands of years after Zoroaster.’ | 


cians; for the heathens having no just notion of the 
power of God, attributed all miracles to the influence 
of magic. Pliny also calls the Egyptian magicians||p 
Jews: but this is not the only mistake in his history ; 
and as he adds, sed multis millibus annorum ‘post Zo- 
roastrem, he is supposed by some to refer-tothe Chris- 
titans, and particularly tHe apostles, who wrought ma- 
ny miracles, and whom he considers to bea magical 
sect derived from Moses and the Jews ; because they 
were Jews by nation, and quoted Moses and the pro- 


tianity, and of the divine mission of Christ. 
Numenius, a Pythagorean philosopher, mentioned by | 
Eusebius, names these magicians Jamnesand Jambres, 
and mentions their opposition to Moses ; and we have | 
already seen, that there was a tradition among the| 
Asiatics, that Pharaoh’ s daughter had Moses instructed 
by the wise men.Jannes and Jambr. és , see Abul Faraje, 
edit. Pocoe. p. 26. Here then isa very remarkable fact, 
the} principal circumstances of which, and the chief act+ 
ors in them, have been preserved by a sort ofuniversal| 
tradition See Ainsworth 

From this it will be seen that Jannes and Jambres 
were probably magicians,and endeavored to- counter: 
act the miracles of Moses by a display of their mag- 
ical_arts in performing similar wonders. When Mo- 
ses wrought miracles to convince the Egyptians that 
the Lord is God, Pharaoh called together his ‘wise| 
men and sorcerers’ and they did the same. - In this! 
way they withstood Moses, and resisted the trth of 
And by the language of Paul to 
Timothy, it appears there were to be some, ‘in the 
last days’ who would resist the truth in the same, or 
a similar way. The ‘last days’ mentioned in the con-| 
text, unquestionably refer to the close of the Jewish 


dispensation. The expressions ‘last days,’ ‘latter 
days,’ and ‘latter times’ are so frequently used in the 
sacred writings in application to these events as to) 
render it unnecessary to show that this is the mean- 


a short, time after their afrival, from | magicians of Egypt, has become famous through- with, Aaron. ‘his brother, and began to. anclign’ the 


truths he was charged te communicate for the edifi- 
cation of, the Egyptians. And what followed? The 
popular magicians were called together, who epndeav- 
ored to resist these truths by the practice of their ne 

farious arts. Again; in the days of the apostles and 
the days immediately succeeding, the gospel’ was 
preached with the power and spirit of heavenly elo- 
quence. Andhow was it treated? There were meni 


high im popular favor, but of evil Aispositions, ‘false ” 


accusers,’ covetous, proud, lovers of their own selves, 
who 


—‘wiih secret, sly, ensnaring arts,’ 


endeavored to resist the gospel and counteract jts ia- 
fluence ; and they even ‘crept into houses and led 
captive silly women’ to effect their object. The chris- 
tians at that time were a small band, opposed by the 
multitude and by those enjoying popular favor. And 
how is it at the present time? The gospel i is preach- 
ed and believed—that gospel which was proclaimed 
by our Savior, and, by him, committed to the apos- 
tles, announcing ‘gre at joy which shall be to all peo- 

e;’ but it is preached and believed by a few only, 


in comparison with the multitudes who reject it.—- 


And how is it received ? 
ages past. 


Just as the truth was in 
Popular denominations oppose it—the 


arts of the magician are putinto practice to resist it, 


and ‘men of corrupt minds’ ‘having the form of godli- 
ness’ only, array themselves against it. And it 
there were false accusers in days of old, there are al- 
so those who bring false accusations against such as 
advocate the truth at this age of the world. 


But we need not pursue the subject further. There 
is some comfort in the reflection that, tho’ the truth 
is opposed and withstood by all the arts of the magi- 
cian, both of ancient and modern times, yet itcannot 
be overturned.’ By resistance it will only brighten 
and brighten until it displays its splendors and exhib- 
its all its intrinsic excellencies. And then it will be 
received and error will flee away. We hope the 
time is not far distant when this shall take place. 


. 
RO. WwW, 


Aprrazie Locic.—The Connecticut Observer in 
commenting upon the remarks that appeared in this 
paper a short time since relative to a protracted mee- 
ting among Universalist, #eems to infer that because 
Universalists have said much in their publications, . 
against spending time in religious worship during the 
week, which ought to be devoted to labor; therefore 
they have condemned all religious meetings held du. 
ring the week, and yet in holding the meetings of 


| Associations, ‘for two or three days in successsion,’ 


they have involved themselves in their own condem- 
nation. This is sublime logic! Does not the Editor 


ing of the phrase in the instance before us. It is sufii- 
ciently plain without. Hence there were many evil 
persons to rise up, at this period, and resist the truths 


of the Observer know that Universalists, in speaking 
against protracted meetings, never have uttered a 
word against holding occasional religious meetings 


lof the gospel, as Jannes and Jambres withstood Mo- 
ses. And whether they did or did not, resist the gos- 
pel in this way, will be ascertained by a reference to 
|the history of those times. The testimony of the 
apostles themselves.is sufficient to show conclusive- 
ly, that the trath was resisted, and resisted too, with 
artfulness, perseverance, and bitterness. 4 

And may not the language be applied as express. 


spect to them, in the following brief article which we 
copy from his commentaries at the close of the 7th 
chapter of Exodus. 


ive of the conduct of many at the present day? Are 
there uot many, even now, who resist the truth as 
it was resisted in days, of old? Let ussee. Moses, 


‘The contention between Moses and Aaron and the! 


a humble’ unassuming individual, went to Pharaoh 


during the week—meetings conducted with civility, 
decorum and propriety, by any denomination? If he 


does not we hereby inform him of the fact. It isnot | 


the mere meeting during the week that Universal-’ 
ists oppose, but the continuance of such meetings, 
week in and week out, to the disturbance of neigh, 
borhoods, the destruction of the peace of society, the 
loss of health, insanity, and suicide. Meetings of 
Associations and other ecclesiastical bodies, and or- 
derly conducted religious meeting held by any denom- 
ination of christians during the. week, 1 never have. 


been h opnaes by Universalists. But riotous, revival 
reas 


— 


_ to circuit preaching, we have no question would tend to 


‘ 
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ee 


es 


; sera 


protracted ‘meetings we ‘always have. opposed, and! 
we trust, by the blessing of God, we always Shall, so 
long ag they are accompanied with the unhappy ef. 
fects that now attend them. | 

: R. O- W. 


4 
> 


\ 


Sovurnern Convention.~-A meeting was. recently| 


Neld at Baltimore, composed of Universalists from differ: | 


ent places in that section, anda Convention organized, de - 
nominated the ‘ Southern Convention of Universalists,’ 
It is-to be composed of all the preachers. belonging to the} 
different State Conventions in fellowship with this, and 
twice the number of lay delegates, which shall be ap-| 
pointed ai the State Convention, at their annual meeting) 
preceding the meeting of this ‘Convention. 

The chief object of the meeting seems to have been to 
adopt measures for establishing circuit preaching. Hence} 
the constitution, as’ adopted, has a special reference to| 
that object. The fourth article invests the Convention 
* with power to fix the salaries of circuit preachers, to 
make rules and regulations for the literary department of 
the Church, and to devise ways and means for raising such 
funds, as may be required, whether by collections, sub- 
scriptions, the publication of religious works, or other- 
wise.’ 

The ninth article provides, for the supply of societies 
with a2 preacher in case of death or removal. The con- 
vention however claims no ‘power to fellowship, station, 
or ordain preachers---these ‘things are to be done by the 
state Conventions.’ 

The tenth article makes it ‘ the duty of each minister 
in fellowship with the State Conventions, to take up 
quarterly contributions in their respective congregations, 
to be applied by the Southem Convention, as it m 
advisable.” 

The eleventh article provides for obtaining correct sta: 
tistics of the denomination within the limits of the Con- 
vention, 

Article 12th gives a creedor ‘ confession of faith,’ to 
be adopted by the Conventions in fellowship with it. It 
is as follows :--This Convention, and all Conventions, 
in fellowship with this, shall require no other confession 
faith than the following : 

1. We believe in the existence of one God, infinite in 
wisdom, love and goodness, and in his Son Jesus Christ, 
the Saviour of the world, ; 

2. We believe in the Scriptures of the Old and New 
Testament as containing a perfect rule of faith and prac- 
lice, as teaching the doctrine of rewards and punish- 
ments according to the good and evil deeds of mankind, 
and the salvation of the whole world. 

These are the principle items in the Constitution. The 
measures taken to secure the object aimed at by this Con- 
vention, are very good~the best’ perhaps that could be 
adopted; but, if such things were done in the: limits of 
the Hudson River Association, we guess the hue and cry 
of ‘ gag-laws’ and spiritual tyranny would be raised very 
quickly. There is great fear in this region, lest perad- 
venture some body should step accidentally upon therights 
of Universalists. Measures, however, somewhat simi- 
lar to those adopted atthe Souther Convention relative 


ay deem 


ihe greater prosperity of our cause. Many attempts 
have been made by our denomination to establish circuit 
preaching ; but they have generaily proved abortive. If 
the Sonithern Convention should succeed and carry the 
matter into effect, it would no doubt give anew impetus 
to the pfogress of the course. 

The following is an extract from the Cireular that ac- 
companies the minutes of this Convention, 4 


Man, it has been said, with grea: truth and pro- 


system, as has been presented to him, and hence 
thousands and tens of thousands are ignorant of 
the glad tidings of great joy, which caused the 
bosoms of angels,to burn with rapture. Many, 
have never heard of the doctriue of Universal 
Love at all, and those who have heard of it, have 
too often been. prejudiced, by false views of it, 
have heard it called up, by its opponents to be »il- 
ified, abused, and misrepresented. How strongly 
then do these facts appeal to you my Brethren, to 
jestablish circuit preaching. Let the heralds of 
salvation, go through our land, let them proclaim 


blessed Master and his disciples. Let them prove 
by the mouths of all the prophets, that in the ter- 
mination of God’s moral government, that Jesus 
will present every son and daughter of Adam, re-| 
generated, sanctified and redeemed ; and that God 
will be all in all.’ Letthem represent religion, to 
bea plain and practical’ subject involved in no 
doubt, and requiring no one to explain its bidden 
mysteries, and then we have all reason to expect, 
that the pure, thesublime, the boly religion of our} 


i 
| 


man’s conscience. 


, 


Another queer item.—The following language: of Br. 
L. F.. W. Andrews we copy from the last No. of the 
Southern Evangelist. Ourreaders without doubt will un- 
derstand what it refers to. 

Bro. Price of the N. 
to one of our ‘items,’ says ‘speak out Brother. 
deal in parables.’ We ‘calculate’ Bro. P. that our 
‘enigmatical’ item will in due time be solved. ‘Re- 
member the ides’ of October. Further the depenent 
saith not, now. f ! ; 

We think it quite possible the ‘Ides of Qctober’ will 
make some singular developements, and perhaps more 
than one ‘ enigmatical item’ ‘will be solved.’ But in 
mercy we do not wish to anticipate time. 


Y. Messenger, in reference 
Donot 


Dr. Exy.--By a brief article from the Philadelphian 
copied into the Philadelphia Liberalist, we perceive that 
Dr. Ely has been ‘appointed Professor of Polemic Theol-| 
ogy, Biblical Literature and Sacred Criticism in Marion 
College, Mo.; and has signified his intention, with leave of 
the Presbytery, to acceptthe appointmentand enter upon 
the duties of his office, a8 soon as a suitable house for the 
professorship shall have been completed,’ The Doctor 
has probably long desired an appointment of this kind; 
but we apprehend his sphere of usefulness will be dimin- 
ished by accepting it. He never has done, and probably 
never will do, more good in the same length of time, than 
during the period he was, contending against Universal 
ism, 


‘ 


Inripenity 1n Boston.—The following paragraph 
relative to this subject we copy from the Chistian 
Pilot. It appears then that infidelity is running 
down in Boston. This is not surprising—it is rather 
wonderful how a,system so perfectly cold and lifeless 
could breathe so long as it’ has. 


We perceive from the Boston papers,that the 
followers of Abner Kneeland, have given up the 
theatre in which they have held thir meetings 
for the year past, and that the building is to be 
occupied by the Academy of music, andthe new 
orthodox seciety. It is reported that The Inves- 
tigator is feebly supported, and that the lead- 
ing infidels in Boston find that it draws too free- 
ly upon their purse strings, to support—what ? 
why——nothing.’ The plain truth is,| 
infidelity is nothing of itself, and must, asa 
system, sink into oblivion. The sogner it dies 
that natural death,, the better. 8. 


7 


« 


priety, is areligious creature ;,a religion of some 
kind or other, he will have; in the absence of 


deemer, he has been obliged to 


s 
i 


the pure and adulterated Gospel of the Re-|landrequests allLetters &c. desi 
embrace, such aljaccordingly. 


{GBr. J. Shrigley has removed to this place (Hartford) 


the grace and favour of God, as preached by our| 


Lord and Saviour, wilt commend itself to every|| 


The members of the present Legislature of this State 
(Conn.) now in session at this place (Hartford) appear to 
be not altogether unfavorable to the doctrine of Universal- 
‘ism ; as willbe seen by the fact that a resolution recently 
‘passed the House ‘granting the use of the Representa. 
tives’ Chamber to the UnitedStates Universalist Conyen- 
tion in September next.’ : 


1 


New Society.--A soviety of Universalists denomina 
ted the First Universalist society of Manheim and Op 
penheim united, in the State of New York has recently 
been organized in the towns mentioned in the name of 
the society. 

Heresy-phobia.—-The Philadelphian says the Presbyte 
ry of Orange [N. C.: we presume] ‘are go replete with 
heresy-phobia that they have even become alarmed at 
themselves ;’ and have felt it necessary to pass a reso 


lution ‘in order to maintain their confidence in the 


selves.’ 


To Correspondents.—B. R. C. is received and will be 
attended to soon. The communication from R. Payne 
has come to hand. Some poetical articles also shall be 
attended to in due time. 


A New Socirty.~-We learn by the last number of the 
Impartialist, that there has been a new Society of Univer 
salists organized in Perkinsville, by the name of the 
‘ First Universaliist Society in Wethersfield Vi. Nearly 
thirty members, respectable for character and talent uni- 
ted at its first'meeting. By ‘ patient continuance in 
Lwell doing’ and the blessing of God, the good work will 
be abundantly prospered, and our friends have the joy ot 
seeing their numbers increase as the drops of the mory 
ing dew. 


Universalism in Baltimore.—We learn by the Southern 
Pioneer, that the doctrine of Universalism is flourishing in 
thisplace. The society has a ‘reyenue ofabout $1,200 per 
year.’ Andno church inthis place isbetterattended. Re 
cently aburying ground has been purchased and paid for, 
containing about two acres. The Sunday School, connec- 
ted with the Society, is in a flourishing condition, having 
about one hundred scholars, and a Library of about 400 
vols. The Berean Society meets weekly and has been in- 
'strumental in doing muchgood, We greatly rejoice when 
‘we hear of the prosperity of Zion. 


Hupson River Assoctatron. The Hudson River As 


sociation of Universalists, will hold an extra session 


‘in the city of New York, on Wednesday and Thursday, 
the11th and 12th of June next. Ministering' brethren 
and all friends ave affectionately invited to attend. Per 
order. I. D. Winuiamson, Clerk. 
pa EE 
Religioks Mottecs. 

Br. S. J. Hillyer wili preach at Granby on the 3d 
sabbath inst. and at Simsbury at 5 o’clock same day— 
at Barkhamsted on the 4th sabbath. } 

Br. R. O. Williams will preach at the Episcopal 
church in Northfield Friday evening June 19—at Dan- 
bury Saturday evening 20, at North Salem on Sun- 
day 2i—and at Longridge the 4th Sunday inst. 

Br. J. Shrigley will preach at Poquonick on the 2d 
Sunday inst.—and at Suffield Centre at 5 o'clock 
same day. 

There will be preaching a 
Sunday inst. 


+ Broad Brook on the 3d 


gned for him, directed 


Br. R. O. Williams will preach at Barkhamsted 
on the 2d sabbath inst., and at New Hartford at 5 
0” same day. : 
i get A. Shekney will preach in- Burlington the 
3d sundayin June, anda lecture at New Hartford 
Centre at 5 o'clock. 

Br. F. Hitchcock will preach at Cornwall Hollow 
saturday evening the 6th of June, and sunday morn- 
ing the 7th, services commencing at precisely —half- 
past9. At Limerack village in Salisbury in the af- 
ternoon, commencing at half past12. Andat Hitch; 
cock’s Corner in Armenia N.Y. at 5 o’clock.. 
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2OBTRE. 
Elegy 
On the deathof Henrietta Bushnell, of Colebrook Riv- 
er, Conn. 
Original. 


Mourners in this vale below, 
Hearts with grief that overflow, 
Recent scenes of deepest woe, 

Prompt the solemn strain. : 
Childhood, youth, and beauty’s power, 
Born to bloom their transient hour, 
Death has cropt another flower, 

But to bloom again. 


Storms that shake this mortal clime, 

Wrecks that fill the shores of time, 

Youth cut down in all its prime, 
Warn the young and gay; 

Henriette ! could friendship save 

From the dark and silent grave, 

Death had long rolled back his wave, 
Turned his shaft away. 


Midnight, spread thy sable shade, 
Winds, let all your moans be made, 
Where her virgin dust is laid, 
Low in Colebrook vale ! 
Sainted spirit now above, ! 
Glowing in the realms of love, 
Where no pains, nor fears can move. 
Death canne’ erassail. 


Mourning christian, calm thy fears, 
Dark, tho’ now the cloud appears, 
God will wipe away all tears, 

Death itself destroy ; 
Though ten thousand years have rolled, 
Time, when his last bell has tolled, 
Fairer worlds will then unfold, 


Worlds of endless joy. 


Who would merey’s triumplis bound ? 
_ Who would take the sceptic’s ground, 
Wrap in hopeless gloom profound, 
All beyond the grave ? 
No,—the glorious mom will come, 
Spring, with life, immortal bloom, 
O’er the dark and dreary tomb ! 
God his works will save. 


A Dream. 
“I had a dream, it was not all a dream.—Byron. , 


Some time in the month of Febuary last, 
while travelling for the Institute 1 called on a 
gentleman in the town of S., who professes lib- 
eral sentiments, and whose name, for the sake 
of concealment, I shall call Resolute—though 
my readers may think it a misnomer. 

‘I found Mr. R. anintelligent man. He held 
the office of Justice of the Peace. His wife 

_ was an intelligent woman, and a member of the 
Baptist order. Esq. R. professed great friend- 
ship for the Institute, but declined doing any 
thing, in the way of assistance, ‘at present.’ 

When I departed, I observed on the table 
where my hat lay, several numbers of the Bap- 
tist Register. ‘Do you takethis paper, Esq.” 
‘Yes—Mrs. R. requestsit.’ He followed me 
out and inquired when J should preach next at 
W.? I observed that, he would see the notice in 
the Magazine. ‘I do not take the Magazine, 
said he—‘Mrs. R. is opposed to it. I used to 
take it, and intend to again, when my son is old 

. enough to read—and I design, then, to do some- 
thing for the Institute—for [do not mean my 
children shall be educated in superstition. 

1 took leave and journeyed on. The unhap- 
py situation of Mr. R. was constantly in my 


||fruitful to the preacher than the value of time ; 


mind. I attended an appointment a few miles 
distant that evening—went home after service 
with Br.—, whose wife,is'a methodist, but who 
attended meeting with him and was sociable. 
I retired early, and soon found myself in the 
‘land of dreams.’ { 

I dreamed that some years had elapsed, (you 
know how fast. one can dream,) that I called on 
Esq. R. again, and found him standing by the 
table, dressed in a red woollen gown and blue 
checkered apron, washing dishes! J inquired 
his health, and where Mrs. R. was? ‘She is 
in the field, ploughing,’ saidhe. ‘And where is 
your son?’ ‘He is at Hamilton Theological 
Seminary.’ ‘Why do you send him to that in- 
stitution?’ ‘Mrs. R. requests it.’ I then ask- 
ed him if he was ready to do something for the 
Institute? ‘No,’ said he, ‘Mrs, R. is opposed 
to it.’ Ithen began to reprimand him for his 
servility—when I heard the trampling of horses 
—the door opened—in came Mrs. R. with a 
coat, hat, pantaloons and boots on, and whip in 
her hand! She raised the whip and bade me 
‘be gone.’ I sprang for the door, and with the 
effort awoke. Magazine § Advocate. 


‘IiZusiness To-morrow.’ 
Said the Theban govenor, as he smilingly 
laid by unopened, the letter that would have in- 
formed him of a conspiracy against his life—* Bu- 
siness to-morrow’—the answer was his death 
warrant, and he sealed it with a smile. That 
night he was assassinated. Whoever has read 
his history, and investigated the causes of great 
events, cannot have failed to note how often the 
scale of success has been turned solely by. the 
weight of time; and yet, as if in defiance of 
reason and experience, how many are in the 
daily practice of putting off‘business till to- 
morrow’ which should be done to-day ; and this, 
[too, rather from habit than indolence. ‘'heie 
isno subject upon which there have been more 
maxims established than this ; no theme more 


still the waste of it is the source of failures, 
poverty, and even death. Now, the business 
is put off till ‘to-morrow, and then the succor 
comes ‘too late.’ There isnot a more univer- 
lsal error than procrastination ; none so insidu- 
ous, and none productive of more misery.— 
None so insiduous—for we often hear men des- 
canting upon the folly of wasting time who are 
in the daily practice of deferring what could 
and should be done at once. Strange fatality ! 
that blinds, tortin us. This foible is common 
\to all classes of society the merchant puts off 
lthe insurance of his ship which was wrecked 
‘yesterday till ‘to-morrow ;’ the farmer puts 
off his harvest till ‘to-morrow,’ and then finds 
that ‘last night,’ the frost destroyed his crop— 
the carpenter defers building till ‘another day,’ 
until death approaches him with 


‘Your house is finished, sir at last, 
A narrow house—a house of clay, 
Your palace for ‘another day.’ 
Bangor Courier. 


Paradise: an Eastern Legend. 


|\When Alexander the Great had conquered the 
world, and penetrated into the remotest regions 
of India, he heard of Paradise, and determined 
to subdue that also. He was told that the river 
Hithebel Jed to it, and immediately ordered a 
fleet to be equipped to carry his troops thither ; 


garden of Paradise, his people found’ the gate 
shut, and before itan aged keeper of singular 
appearance, and with an extraordinary beard, 
whom they commanded to open the gate instant- 
ly for their master,as ,he was not far behind 
them. The hoary keeper smiled, and said he 
durst not admit him unless he could find means 
to weigh down a feather, which he herewith 
sent, when placed in the balance. The messen- 
ger was astonished, for he could not conceive 
how a small feather—since it was only a light 
and downy feather—could have such weight, 
and concluded that the old man was jeering him. 
He nevertheless went and delivered the message. 
Alexander directed a balance to be brought, 
and it soon appeared that all the wood and stone, 
and silver and gold that could be laid in the 
scale, was not sufficient to counterpoise this lit- 
tle feather, which made every thing that was 
brought fly quickly up, as though the greatest 
weight had been put down. Alexander, aston- 
ished at this magical effect, sent once more to 
inquire what was the meaning of it. The man 
gravely answered, that the feather signified Al- 
exander’s cupidity and ambition, which were 
light as down, and yet so heavy that nothing 
could counterbalance them; but he would tell 
him how the feather might be outweighed.— 
‘Let,’ said he, ‘a handful of earth be laid uponit, 
and it will at once lose its extraordinary pow- 
er.’ Alexander perceived the meaning, and was 
deeply dejected. Soon afterwards he died in 
Babylon, without having seen Paradise. 


The cause of Universal grace is now highly 
prosperous in Norwich and New London, Conn. 
under the pzous care and zeal of a very worthy 
minister. Heretofore in that place, ‘Universal- 
ism was sleeping in the dust of the earth,’ be- 
cause ‘the public advocates of the sentiment in 
general have been unworthy men, not qualified 
either to lead the services of the sanctuary or 
feed the people with knowledge and understand- 
ing.’ How thahkful the brethren there should 
be that they have at length awaked to more light 
and better prospects !—Southern Evangelist. 


HHarviages, 


In Burlington, by William Marks, Esq. Mr. Elihu 
Morse to Miss Miranda Neal. : 
At Willimantic, on the 18th ult, Dr. Oliver Kings- 
ley, to Miss Martha Wilkinson. 

At South Coventry, Ebenezer Bacon, Esq. to Miss 
Betsey Archer. 


’ Deaths. 


In this city, (Hartford) on the 27th ult. Mr. Geo. B. 
Pratt, aged 22 years, son of Dr. George Pratt. 

At Farmington, on the 24th ult. Miss Betsey Low- 
rey, aged 50 years. : 

‘At Enfield, Ct. on the 18th ult. Eliza Dixon, aged 
7 years, only daughter of Mr. Ebenezer Metcalf, of 
Waterloo, N. Y. 

At Hartland, on the 11th ult. Miss Mary Ann Sug- 


|iden, aged 18 years. 


At East Hartford, on the 26th ult. Capt. Thomas C. 
Franklin, aged 27. 

In this city, on the 24th ult. Mrs. Clarissa A. 
Brown, aged 32, wife of Jeremiah Brown, Esq. , 

NN  ————— 

REMOVAL. | 

THE OFFICE of the Inquirer and Anchor is removed 
to the building formerly owned and occupied by Mr. N. 
Ruggles in Main St. a few rods south west of the State 


but previously despached a few vessels to pro- 


House square. 


cure information. When they had reached the 


Hartford, April 1838, 


